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Be Prepared As you visit, do your part to keep Utah Forever Mighty. Learn more The Fiery Furnace isn’t named for its average temperature. Actually, it belies its name and remains fairly cool even in midsummer due to the many shady canyons. Instead, the area was named for the reddish glow it often takes on at sunset, which resembles a furnace.
It's an unusual and moderately difficult hike thanks to narrow passages and some rough terrain, and it's a hike you won't soon forget. The best way to see the Fiery Furnace area of Arches National Park is to take a ranger-led tour. You can explore the area by yourself with a hiking permit obtained at the park’s visitor center (there is a nominal charge
either way), but on a guided tour you’ll learn ten times what you would on your own. Also, you will have much less impact on this fragile desert environment. How to Visit Arches Overview: A ranger-led (or permit required) hike to a rare desert environment named for the reddish glow it often takes on at sunset, which resembles a furnace. Start: Fiery
Furnace Parking Area Distance: 2 miles; loop Difficulty: Moderate Maps: USGS Arches National Park; Trails Illustrated Arches National Park Finding the trailhead: Drive north into the park on the main road for 14.5 miles and turn right (east) at well-signed Fiery Furnace Road (just after the Salt Valley Overlook). Park in the Fiery Furnace Parking
Area, which is a short drive from the main road. Trailhead GPS: 38.742929, -109.565722 The Hike During prime season the guided trips can fill up fast, sometimes weeks or even months in advance, so call in advance (435-719-2299) to reserve a spot. Because of the rough terrain, the NPS only allows hikers over 5 years old. For current information on
Fiery Furnace tours, visit the park’s website. Two defined trails leave the trailhead, but they soon melt away into a fascinating puzzle of crevasses, fins, and boulders. This maze of canyons may be one of the most difficult areas to hike in the park, but it’s also one of the most remarkable. The scenery, especially the steep-sided canyons and weirdly
shaped rocks, along with several arches and bridges, is unforgettable. The Fiery Furnace also provides critical habitat for many rare plant species, such as the Canyonlands biscuitroot, so please be careful not to step on black-crusted cryptobiotic soil (desert topsoil) or delicate plant communities. Try to walk exclusively on rock or in sandy washes.
Just past the turn off for the iconic Delicate Arch is a bent and twisted labyrinth of sandstone fins called the Fiery Furnace. There are no trails, signs, or cairns inside the Furnace and GPS units don’t work well in the tall, narrow canyons. Due to the confusing nature of the landscape and the fragile ecosystems they contain, there are only two ways a
person can legally enter this part of Arches - by picking up a Hiking Permit at the Visitor Center (after watching a required orientation video and proving you have navigation equipment and know how to use it) or by joining one of the ranger-led tours held twice a day, generally from March to October (although those dates may change). Additional
off-season ranger-led tours may be available depending on the weather and can be purchased in person at the Visitor Center. First time visitors are strongly encouraged to join a ranger-led hike - and even more strongly encouraged to purchase their tickets well in advance of their visit. There are a limited number of spots on each hike and they tend
to sell out quickly. If you manage to snag a ticket, meet at the turn-out for the Fiery Furnace 10 minutes before your start time. A ranger will meet you with the group, give you an idea of what to expect on the hike and start the tour. You’ll get a good primer on the region’s geology and history - especially helpful if you plan to do more traveling around
the Colorado Plateau - and then you’ll make your way inside the Furnace itself. While there aren’t any established or marked trails inside the Furnace, the rangers have mapped out a route for their guided hikes so in some places you can clearly see some of the stones have been worn down to an effective use-trail. Right away, you’ll start the trek by
scrambling up some boulders, walking through tall, narrow canyons, and ducking under low miniature arches. Throughout it all, the ranger will point out some of the more interesting rock formations along the way, including huge arches and bridges and eroded spots that will eventually become those huge arches and bridges. And small ones, too -
like the aptly named Crawl-through Arch which, yes, you will crawl through. Since you’re touring the area with a ranger, you don’t really have to worry about paying attention to where you’re headed inside the Furnace. Instead, you can just enjoy the region’s otherworldly landscape up close and personal - since you’ll be squeezing through it, sliding
down it, and hopping across big cracks in it. After one final squeeze through a narrow crack in the boulders, you’ll wrap up your tour in a huge, secluded amphitheater capped off with Surprise Arch overhead. On my tour, the ranger led a final question and answer session inside the amphitheater and shared his very personal story about coming to
Arches as a ranger. He then asked if anyone else in the group wanted to share their favorite National Park and most of us volunteered - it was pretty moving, actually, to be in such a unique place with people from all over the country who loved the Parks so much. Afterward, the ranger will lead you out of the Fiery Furnace and back to the trailhead.
Things to Know: Hikers must pick up their permits at least an hour prior to their start time at the Visitor Center Meet at the trailhead 10 minutes before your start time Children under 5 are not allowed. Children 12 and under must be accompanied by an adult. Hikers must be able to squeeze through tight spaces, use their hands and feet to scramble,
and bring at least 1 quart of water Sturdy hiking shoes are required Book a Reservation here Watch an NPS video on the guided hike here Tags: arches national park, Crawl-Through Arch, Fiery Furnace, Flatiron Arch, geology, Skull Arch, Surprise Arch, Walk-Through Bridge Media Platforms Design Team There was a time when the world seemed big
and glamorous, and a transcontinental voyage promised excitement and adventure rather than irritated hours waiting on the runway. 20th Century Travel, a compendium of more than 400 magazine advertisements for luxury liners, high-rise hotels, and passenger jets with impossibly spacious seating (not to mention a locomotive equipped with a
movie theater), traces our sunny obsession with getting away from it all. These brilliantly colored pages look back to a time when skies were always blue, travelers dressed in the latest fashions—and, for a while anyway, aisle seats on PSA airlines were $13.50. 20th Century Travel: 100 Years of Globe-Trotting Ads, by Jim Heimann and Allison Silver,
Taschen, $40; taschen.com. Click here to see more of our favorite books. This content is created and maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content at piano.io Fiery Furnace is a natural and complex maze that winds through
towering sandstone walls of Arches National Park. The only way visitors can enter Fiery Furnace is on a ranger-led hike, or by obtaining a day-use permit from the visitor center. There are trail markers for a counter-clockwise route through Fiery Furnace, but there are many other unmarked trails one can take, so getting lost or disoriented is a real
possibility. Sure footing and agility are needed, as there is scrambling over boulders, squeezing through narrow canyons and crouching through low hanging ceilings. If you are planning on obtaining a permit and going on your own, it is recommended to go with a group, and route finding skills are essential. Explore Arches National Park with Expert
Guides Getting to the Fiery Furnace Trailhead Fiery Furnace trailhead is 14 miles from the entrance of the park. It is located between Devil’s Garden and Delicate Arch, and there are many signs that point to the trailhead parking lot. History of Fiery Furnace Despite it’s name, Fiery Furnace is not named for it’s temperature. Because of the towering
sandstone walls and shaded canyons, it actually maintains a lowered temperature. It was given the “Fiery Furnace” name because of the red glow that the walls become at sunset, resembling the glowing embers of a furnace. 2 Best Day Hikes in Fiery Furnace There are many routes in Fiery Furnace, but there is a real possibility of getting disoriented
for more novice hikers. If you are with a family or are unexperienced with route finding navigation, it is recommended going on a ranger-led hike. If you are more adventurous and have experience route finding, it is recommended to use the NPS marked trail. Below are the primary options for day hiking the Fiery Furnace: Destination Miles Elev
Difficulty Style Ranger-led Hike 2 mi 45 ft Moderate- Strenuous Out and Back or Loop Counter-clockwise Loop 2 mi 45 ft Strenuous Loop 1. Ranger-led Hike Reservations are required for ranger-led hikes through Fiery Furnace. Tickets must be purchased for ten dollars at the Visitor Center, and the National Park Service recommends buying them in
advance, as spots fill quickly. Once purchased, you will meet the ranger and other participants at the trailhead. The knowledgable ranger will lead the group through the twisting turns of Fiery Furnace while giving geologic information about the area and Arches National Park. Along the route, you will encounter boulders that must be scrambled
over, cracks that must be straddled, narrow canyons that must be squeezed through, and arches that must be ducked under. The best thing about going on a ranger-led hike is that you don’t have to worry about where you are going and potentially getting lost, you can focus on having fun and enjoying your hike! 2. Counter-clockwise Loop There is
one route in Fiery Furnace that is marked by small markers, this route starts from the trailhead in a counter-clockwise loop. National Park Service discourages hikers from following cairns or other hiker-made trail navigation, and to follow the NPS markers- although they are intentionally designed to blend in with the rock. Since they blend in, make
sure you are constantly aware of your surroundings. Fiery Furnace is difficult to navigate, so going in a group with people that have route finding skills is extremely important. Make sure you talk to the rangers who issue you the day-use permit about best practices and important information. Maximize Your Visit to Arches National Park on Hiking
Tour Guided multi-day packages allow visitors the opportunity to make the most of their time in Arches National Park and to do it hassle-free. Guided tours include gear (backpack, trekking poles, crampons in winter), meals, accommodations on multi-day tours, local transportation, and a professional Utah hiking guide. Through their knowledge,
stories, and personal passion, guides can bring a place to life in a way that’s much more difficult to do on your own. Read more about Arches and Canyonlands Hiking Tours. When to Hike and Seasonal Considerations Permits are issued for use between sunrise and sunset on a specific day. They frequently sell out during the busy season, so it is best
to check in-person at the Visitor Center for availability. Remember, before setting out on any hike, bring plenty of water and salty snacks, especially in the hot summer months. For weather in Arches National Park, click here. Necessary Permits Day Hike Permits Day hike permits are required for Fiery Furnace, unless you go on a Ranger-led hike.
The permits must be purchased in-person at the Arches National Park Visitor Center. To learn more about the Fiery Furnace permit system, click here. Backpacking Permits Backpacking is only allowed in few, select areas in the park, and permits are required. For more information on Arches’ permit system, click here. Suggested Packing List Day
Hike Packing List 3-6 liters of water (more in summer) Salty, calorie-rich snacks lunch backpack trekking poles crampons (in winter) wide-brimmed hat sunscreen, sunglasses non-cotton t-shirt long-sleeve sun protection shirt (womens/ mens) rain jacket warm non-cotton layer 1st-aid kit Please Respect Our National Parks - Leave No Trace We
strongly recommend abiding by all Leave No Trace ethics guidelines and practices so that our national parks and public lands are preserved for the enjoyment of future generations and for the people and animals who call these places home. Simple things like packing out your trash, obeying national park rules, and respecting the peace and quiet of
our national park trails is a great start. If you’re going on a backpacking trip, you can read about more about the 7 Leave No Trace Principles.
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